
When God Appears Silent
Jeremiah 29:1-4

1 This is the text of the letter that the prophet Jeremiah sent from 
Jerusalem to the surviving elders among the exiles and to the priests, 
the prophets and all the other people Nebuchadnezzar had carried 
into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon. 2 (This was after King Jehoiachin 
and the queen mother, the court officials and the leaders of Judah 
and Jerusalem, the skilled workers and the artisans had gone into 
exile from Jerusalem.) 3 He entrusted the letter to Elasah son of 
Shaphan and to Gemariah son of Hilkiah, whom Zedekiah king of 
Judah sent to King Nebuchadnezzar in Babylon. 

It said:

4 This is what the Lord Almighty, the God of Israel, says to all those I 
carried into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon…

Background: Jeremiah 29 is primarily a letter sent from Jeremiah 
in Jerusalem to exiled Jews who had been taken to Babylon by 
King Nebuchadnezzar. This exile began in 597 BC and included the 
reigning king Jehoicahin who was replaced in Jerusalem by his uncle, 
Zedekiah (the youngest son of Josiah). Neither of these kings were 
faithful to God, both had failed to listen to God’s prophet Jeremiah. 
Both made the tragic error of trusting in their own wit rather than the 
word of God. Sadly, these were the last two kings of Judah, both of 
whom had sought help from Egypt that never came. The letter from 
Jeremiah contains great truth that still resonates with us 2700 years 
later. We begin with the introduction of the letter this morning, while 
asking two questions about your life…
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1.	 Can your life relate to the Exile? 

	 No one volunteers for exile, but God may have a plan you do not 
	 know about. 

	 — the exile brought many to trust God more deeply. 

	 Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, Abednego, for example

	 — the exile protected the people from harm

	 — the exile guaranteed their future

2.	 What might God be saying to you about your life right now? 

Luke 8:38-39 — The man from whom the demons had gone 
out begged to go with him, but Jesus sent him away, saying, 
“Return home and tell how much God has done for you.” So the 
man went away and told all over town how much Jesus had 
done for him.
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