1 EPHESIANS 610-20

The Invisible War: What’s a Win?
Ephesians 6:10-20

° Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. " Put on the
full armor of God, so that you can take your stand against the devil's
schemes. 2 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against
the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark
world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.
5 Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil
comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have
done everything, to stand. ' Stand firm then, with the belt of truth
buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in
place, » and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from
the gospel of peace. ® In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith,
with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one.”
Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the
word of God.”® And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of
prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on
praying for all the Lord’s people.  Pray also for me, that whenever |
speak, words may be given me so that | will fearlessly make known the
mystery of the gospel, 2° for which | am an ambassador in chains. Pray
that | may declare it fearlessly, as | should.

The Summary of the Series:

Be strong in the Lord.

Stand firm (word used four times in three verses)
You are in a spiritual battle; there is spiritual evil.
Spiritual armor enables you to stand, to be strong.

The armor:

Belt of Truth—Truth holds the entire armor in place
Breastplate of Righteousness— Christ in your heart
Shoes of the Gospel of Peace—Mobilizing the gospel
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Shield of Faith—Faith protects your entire life
Helmet of Salvation—The control center of your life
The Sword of the Spirit—The Word of God

Pray at all times, keeping alert

The Verses for Today:

Pray also for me, that whenever | speak, words may be given me
so that | will fearlessly make known the mystery of the gospel, for
which | am an ambassador in chains. Pray that | may declare it
fearlessly, as | should.

Background Truths:
1. Nooneis exempt from the spiritual war
Are you on offense or defense or are you unaware?

2. The temptation pattern is not new, but still effective.
Ignore or doubt God's Word
Question God's goodness
Draw your attention to what you do not have
When you fail, keep you hiding and isolated.

3. Spiritual armor protects you, if you put it on.

4. Paul's prayer request reveals the goal of the armor

The Challenge for Today:
1. The spiritual armor is not solely for your protection, but to
enable you to fulfill God’s mission in your life.

2. Seeyour life in new terms rather than simply reaching your
goals.

3. Prioritize your life with eternal values in order to make Christ
known to others.
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