
When God Surprises You, or… 
Your View of God Is Too Small

Jeremiah 29:5-7 
5 “Build houses and settle down; plant gardens and eat what they 
produce. 6 Marry and have sons and daughters; find wives for your 
sons and give your daughters in marriage, so that they too may  
have sons and daughters. Increase in number there; do not decrease.  
7 Also, seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which I have carried 
you into exile. Pray to the Lord for it, because if it prospers, you too  
will prosper.”

1.	 When you feel like you are in exile, there is one voice you 
	 must hear. 

	 Deuteronomy 33:27 — “The eternal God is your dwelling place, 
	 and underneath are the everlasting arms.”

	 1 Peter 21:11 — Dear friends, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to 
	 abstain from sinful desires that wage war against your soul.

2. 	 Rather than focusing on what’s wrong with your life, ask God 
	 to guide you right now, where you are. 

	 Hebrews 13:14 — For here we have no lasting city, but we seek 
	 the city that is to come.
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	 Colossians 1:13 — He has delivered us from the domain of 	
	 darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son.

	 Philippians 3:20 — But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it 
	 we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.

3.	 Your view of God shapes your view of your circumstances. 
	 It’s time to get a more accurate view of God. 

	 Romans 8:28 — And we know that in all things God works for 
	 the good of those who love him, who have been called 
	 according to his purpose. 

	 Genesis 50:20 — You intended to harm me, but God intended 
	 it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving 
	 of many lives.

	 Genesis 45:8 — Therefore it was not you who sent me here,
	 but God. 

	 Colossians 1:13 — He has delivered us from the domain of 	
	 darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son.

	 Philippians 3:20 — But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it 
	 we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.

3.	 Your view of God shapes your view of your circumstances. 
	 It’s time to get a more accurate view of God. 

	 Romans 8:28 — And we know that in all things God works for 
	 the good of those who love him, who have been called 
	 according to his purpose. 

	 Genesis 50:20 — You intended to harm me, but God intended 
	 it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving 
	 of many lives.

	 Genesis 45:8 — Therefore it was not you who sent me here,
	 but God. 


