
Love UnMasked
Romans 12:9

Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good.

Main Idea: We cannot make a connection between right faith and right 
practice without calling upon peculiar Christian love as a binding force; 
no Christian ethic exists where Christian love does not. 

1.	 Christian love is a first principle without which no other Christian 
ethic can be true. 

	
	 a. 	 The love is that peculiar kind of true Christian affection which 	

		 is the only proper response to true Christian faith.

	 b.	 Hypocrisy is the contradiction to singular character; if we 		
		 are to work out our Christian faith, we are to be more than 

			  Christian actors.

2.	 Evil is both a body of action and a moral category. 

	 a.	 The evil must be detested, not merely avoided.

	 b.	 Evil does what evil is. 

	 c.	 One who does not hate what is evil cannot love what is good.
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3.	 Good is also a body of action and a moral category. 

	 a.	 The good is that body of ideals and actions further listed in 
			  vs. 10–21.

	 b.	 Apart from sincere devotion to these good ideals and actions, 
			  love is hypocritical and Christianity is facade.  

4.	 Four Contemporary Applications:

	 a.	 Be the same morally righteous Christian person everywhere, 	
		 with everyone.

	 b.	 Recognize moral category not mere ethical activity. 

	 c.	 Hate what is evil and call it what it is.

	 d. 	 Hold tightly to all that is good as an outward expression of 
			  inward devotion to Christ.

First Baptist Church welcomes Dr. Tony Wolfe, Executive Director of the 
South Carolina Baptist Convention, to preach this morning. Tony leads 
South Carolina Baptists with Christlikeness, an energetic wisdom, and a 
strength built on character shaped by the Spirit. We are pleased to have 
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