ldeas to Celebrate in 2010

Do you have ideas or suggestions
for celebrating Say Something Nice Sunday?
e-mail Mitch Carnell | mitchcarnell@bellsouth.net

Submitted by Peggy Rogers
Member, Wando Woods Baptist Church
North Charleston, SC

Before or after the service and especially during the “Meet &
Greet” portion of your service — seek out visitors or new folks to

Adults, take the time to speak to young people — say a
sincere word of encouragement, tell them how glad you
are that they are in church. Ask them about their “love
life” or compliment them on something they are wearing
(even if it is the earring in their nose!)

Young people, take the time to speak to adults —when
you walk into church on Sunday, don’t just head for the
back pew, take a few minutes to shake hands or speak
to an older member. Often they don’t have children or
grandchildren close by. Ask how they are feeling today
and really listen when they start to tell you about their
arthritis or gout.

Pastors or Music Ministers — if someone forgets to turn
off their cell phone and it goes off in church, make a
light-hearted comment like “Oh, that must be God call-
ing” or “I like that tune too”. It's always an embarrassing
moment when your phone goes off in a quiet place, but
next time it could be yours.

Greet families with young children and babies with a
great big smile and little gift bag — perhaps a ziplock bag
with some new crayons, Bible story color sheets, a small
pack of Kleenex or wet ones, Gummie bears, and a note
with directions to the restroom or Children’s Church.

speak to and make them feel very welcome. (Think about what it
feels like when you’'re visiting in another church, are you ignored
because the congregation is so busy greeting each other?)

Invite a single person or a couple out to lunch after church
and spend an hour getting to know them over a good meal —
homecooked or the local buffet.

Even if you don’t have a guest with you, be sure that YOU are a
gracious guest while in a restaurant. These folks are having to
work on Sunday and the closest they may get to a sermon is
YOU — be kind and appreciative to your waitress, compliment
her/him, ask about their day, leave a tip, and above all DO NOT
gripe about the preacher or church business. In other words,

be faithful IN season and OUT of season.

The written word is a beautiful thing - don’t hesitate to hand
someone a little note of encouragement after the service or drop
a card in the mail. Let people know they have been prayed for
and that you are thinking of them throughout the week.

Buy a dozen fresh roses from Sam’s and make some small
arrangements or divide the church flowers into small bouquets
and drop them off with a note to someone who may just need to
know they are loved. You'd be surprised at what joy a single rose
can bring and what a beautiful reminder of God’s love it can be
to someone who hasn’t thought about Him in a while.






