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c Harmony
Christian harmony in an age of chaos

Matthew 5:21-48

Transparency
Matthew 5:33-37

“Again, you have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘Do not break your oath, but keep the oaths you have made to 
the Lord.’  But I tell you, Do not swear at all: either by heaven, for it is God’s throne; or by the earth, for it is his footstool; or by 
Jerusalem, for it is the city of the Great King. And do not swear by your head, for you cannot make even one hair white or black. 
Simply let your ‘Yes’ be ‘Yes,’ and your ‘No,’ ‘No’; anything beyond this comes from the evil one.”

1)	 Truth is necessary for human community

	 Above all, my brothers, do not swear—not by heaven or by earth or by anything else. Let your “Yes” be yes, and your “No,” 		
	 no, or you will be condemned. — James 5: 12

	 Therefore each of you must put off falsehood and speak truthfully to his neighbor, for we are all members of one body.   
	 — Ephesians 4:25
 
	

2)	 The simplicity of integrity

	 Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who is the Head, that is, Christ.  
	 — Ephesians 4:15

3)	 The pathway to transparency

	 For out of the overflow of the heart the mouth speaks.  — Matthew 12:34b


