CHarmony

Christian harmony in an age of chaos
Matthew 5:21-48

Community without Contempt

Matthew 5:21-22
“You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘Do not murder, and anyone who murders will be subject to judgment.” But
I tell you that anyone who is angry with his brother will be subject to judgment. Again, anyone who says to his brother, ‘Raca,’ is
answerable to the Sanhedrin. But anyone who says, ‘You fool!’ will be in danger of the fire of hell.”

1)  If weare going to live as Jesus intends, we must deal with our anger.

My dear brothers, take note of this: Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry, for man’s
anger does not bring about the righteous life that God desires. — James 1:19-20

But now you must rid yourselves of all such things as these: anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy language from your
lips. — Colossians 3:8

2)  Anger’s negative expressions destroy relationships.

« ”» .
Raca”- an expression of contempt
“Fool” - malicious resentment

3)  The only antidote: Grace that permeates the heart.

Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for he who loves his fellowman has fulfilled
the law. — Romans 13:8

Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with every form of malice. Be kind and compassionate
to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you. — Ephesians 4:31-32

A gentle answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger. — Proverbs 15:1

May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be pleasing in your sight, O Lord, my Rock and my Redeemer.
— Psalm 19:14
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